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REACT Involvement 

We Provide 

Marathons 
Fairs 

Halloween Patrols 
Walkathons 

Parades 
Cart Races 
Bike Races 

Chili Cook-Off 
Tractor Races 

Hot Air Balloons 
Triathlons 
Drag Races 
Air Shows 

Motorboat Races 
Road Rallies 
Radio Classes 

Fireworks Displays 
Safety Breaks 
Canoe Races 

Radios for Mexico 
Animal Evacuation 

Traffic Reports 
Amber Alerts 

Neighborhood Watch 
National Celebrations 

Easter Seal Run / Walk 
Special Populations Programs 

Vehicle Assistance 
Search and Rescue 

American Red Cross 
Salvation Army 

Missing Person Searches 
March of Dimes 

Emergency Operations Centers 
News Media 
Fire Watch 

Special Olympics 
Toys for Tots 

Local Government Agencies 
State and Federal Agencies 

Sky Warn and NWS/NOAA 
Accident Reports 

Flood Watch 
CERT 

School Districts 
Parks Departments 

Disaster Emergency Drills 
Ministry of Transportation 

National SOS 
Simulated Emergency Test (SET) 

U.S. Coast Guard 
Hurricane Watch 

Emergency Rescue Unit Fdtn. 
Cancer Society 

Audubon Society 
American Diabetes Association 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society 

 

The REACT (Radio Emergency Associated Communications Teams) Mission 

We will provide public service communications to individuals, organizations and  
government agencies to save lives, prevent injuries and give assistance wherever  

and whenever needed. 
 

We will strive to establish a monitoring network of trained volunteer citizen based  
communicators using any and all available means to deliver the message. 

Communications volunteers needed. Information at: www.REACTIntl.org 

Communications support for 
agencies and organizations 

Communications support for 
community activities 



 

 

REACT International, Inc. 
 

 

Officers 
 

President:  
John Knott, N4JTK 

Executive Vice-President: 
Ed Greany, KB6DOL 

Vice-President / General Counsel: 
Charles Thompson, N5IAG 

Secretary:  
Lee W Besing, N5NTG 

Treasurer:  
Charlie Land, KC5NKK 

 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Chairman: 
Stan Walters, AB3EM 

Vice-Chairman: 
Ed Kerby, Jr. 

 
Region 1:  

Stan Walters, AB3EM 
Region 2:  

Norman Kaplan, N3LDM 
Region 3:  

John Knott, N4JTK 
Region 4:  

Ed Kerby, Jr. 
Region 5:  

Larry Fry, K9FRY 
Region 6:  

B.F. òFrankó Jennings, N7TRL 
Region 7:  

Charlie Land, KC5NKK 
Region 8:  

Vacant 
Region 9:  

Kenny Jagdeosingh 
 
 
 

Editor:  
Dawn Drury, KJ4OFT 
Advertising Manager: 

Ron McCracken, KG4CVL 
 

Editorial Address: 
The REACTer 

12114 Boydton Plank Road, Suite C 
Dinwiddie, VA 23841 

editor@TheREACTer.com  

The REACTer (ISSN 1055-9167) is the official publication of REACT International, Inc., a non-profit 
public service corporation. © 2010 REACT International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
 
Mailed at Periodicals Rate from Dinwiddie, VA and other mailing offices. 
 
Postmaster: Send address changes to REACT International, Inc., 12114 Boydton Plank Road, 
Suite C, Dinwiddie, VA 23841. 
 
The REACTer is published quarterly (four issues per year).  The subscription price is included in mem-
bersõ dues.  Subscription rate for non-members is $7.50 per year (U.S.). 
 
REACT Teams and Councils may reproduce articles in their publications if proper credit is given.  
Articles and Photo submissions are welcome, but can not be returned unless accompanied by a self-
addressed envelope with sufficient postage.  We are not responsible for un-solicited materials.   
 
For information regarding advertising, please contact the Dinwiddie Office address shown in this 
publication. 
 
The REACTer is available online, in full color at www.TheREACTer.com.  

The opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of REACT International, Inc. 

Photo Credits: Unless otherwise specified, photos are from the Team featured in the accompanying   article or from 
REACT International, Inc. 

In this issue 
From the Desk of the Editor  ........................................................................................................ 2 
From the Desk of the Office Manager  ........................................................................................ 2 
2011 Board of Directors / Officer Elections .............................................................................. 3 
From the Desk of the President .................................................................................................... 4 
Team Donates $3000 to REACT .................................................................................................. 5 
From the Desk of the EVP ............................................................................................................ 6 
In Memory of Director Warren Conlee........................................................................................ 7 
What does a Not-For-Profit Organization Mean? ...................................................................... 8 
Links of Interest ............................................................................................................................... 7 
Oklahoma City REACT Assists with State Fair ........................................................................ 11 
Hill City REACT Ham now Taxi Driver ................................................................................... 12 
Heard about GERC?  .................................................................................................................... 13 
REACT Receives Technology Donation ................................................................................... 14 
Oklahoma City Grass Fire ............................................................................................................ 15 
Oklahoma City REACT assists with Deadly House Fire ........................................................ 16 
Silent Mics ....................................................................................................................................... 17 
Word Search ................................................................................................................................... 18 
Links of Interest ............................................................................................................................. 19 
Advertising ...................................................................................................................................... 20 
Board of Directorsõ Special Board Minutes ............................................................................... 21 
Postal Permit ................................................................................................................................... 23 
Contact Directory ............................................................................................. Inside Back Cover 
Popular Communications ............................................................................................... Back Page 
 

On the cover  
Al Fields, KE6LGE, member of the 
Hill Country REACT Team       
(San Antonio, Texas), has taken his  
people & radio skills to a new 
height!   
 
See the complete story on page 12 
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Dawn Drury, KJ4OFT 
Editor  

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR  

Hello from chilly Virginia.  By now 
all Teams, councils, associate and life 
members should have received their 
renewal paperwork.  If you or your 
Team or council has not received 
their paperwork, please contact the 
office as soon as possible and I will 
get the paperwork out to you. 
 

 
Remember, all renewals are due and payable now.  Any 
renewals submitted after January 31st will incur a late 
charge which is indicated on your renewal                
documentation.  Additional charges will be incurred if 
your renewal is not sent in by March 1st.   
 

Brenda Cutchin 
Office Manager 

FROM THE DESK OF THE OFFICE MANAGER  

Remember if you have not renewed by April 1st, you risk 
losing your member benefits. 
 
If you have any questions or concern with your renewal, 
please contact the office Monday-Friday 9AM-5PM at 
(301) 316-2900 or via e-mail at RI.HQ@REACTIntl.org. 
 
 

REACT International, Inc. 
Brenda Cutchin, Office Manager 

12114 Boydton Plank Road, Suite C 
Dinwiddie, VA 23841 
Voice: (301) 316-2900 
Fax: (301) 685-3447 

RI.HQ@REACTIntl.org 
Brenda.Cutchin@REACTIntl.org 

Happy New Year my fellow REACTerõs! I 
hope the New Year find you all looking 
forward to a great year in 2011 for REACT 
International. With this being the 50th year 
of REACT International take the time to 
share with your fellow REACTersõ      
memories of past conventions and look 

forward to creating new memories.  Will it be your Team 
hosting the Convention? 
 

I would like to apologize that the last issue of              
The REACTer did not make it your homes. We had some 
printing/mailing difficulties for the July-Sept. issue and 
hence why this is a double issue. If you wish to receive 
the July-Sept. issue kindly call or email the office and 
Brenda or Megan will get one out to you.   
 

Thank you for all the wonderful submissions. Keep them 
coming!  
 

Till the next issue, 
Dawn 

Submission Guidelines for The REACTer 
 
E-mail submissions are preferred.  Please try to keep your 
submissions under 800 words or less. E-mail submissions 
can be sent to editor@TheREACTer.com.   

Photo submissions are welcome and encouraged with all 
articles.  Your ideas are always welcome but we would 
prefer complete stories.  Decisions as to when and 
whether to publish your idea or story remain at the sole 
discretion of REACT International, Inc. 

Paper submissions can be sent to: 

Dawn Drury, Editor 
REACT International, Inc. 
12114 Boydton Plank Road, Suite C 
Dinwiddie, VA 23841 

mailto:editor@thereacter.com


 

 

You must be willing to cover your own expenses that 
may be incurred during the course of your duties as a 
director, including travel and lodging expenses to    
attend an annual meeting of the Board of Directors, 
generally held in March. 
 
E-Mail and electronic communications (Skype) are used 
heavily by the Board of Directors, so a reliable       
computer and high speed internet connection are    
recommended for all successful candidates. 
 
Unsure of what region you are in, here is a listing of 
States and Territories that are included by Region: 
 
Region 3 

¶ Alabama 

¶ Florida 

¶ Georgia 

¶ Mississippi 

¶ North Carolina 

¶ South Carolina 

¶ Tennessee 

¶ Puerto Rico 
 
Region 6 

¶ Alaska 

¶ Hawaii 

¶ Idaho 

¶ Montana 

¶ Oregon 

¶ Washington 

¶ Wyoming 
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Region 9 

¶ International Areas including but not limited to 
Canada, West Indies, Trinidad and Tobago,  
Philippines, etc. 

 
You may nominate yourself or someone else by         
submitting a nomination form to REACT Headquarters 
in Dinwiddie by March 15th.  You may obtain the form 
online at the following link: 
 
http://www.reactintl.org/sites/default/files/pubs/
Applications/Dir_Nomination.pdf  
 
Instructions on submitting the form are included with 
the form. 
 
Now is the time for all members of REACT to become 
involved in the process of running your organization.  
Become involved, if not as a Board Member, then as a 
committee member, committee chair or as an Officer. 
 
If you are interested in serving on a committee or     
holding a position as an officer, contact your Regional 
Director.  Elections for officers are held at the March 
Annual Board Meeting.  The following positions are 
elected on a yearly basis: 

¶ Executive Vice President 

¶ Secretary and Asst. Secretary 

¶ Treasurer and Asst. Treasurer 
 
Other officers may by appointed to serve one year terms 
by  the Board at this meeting as well. 

Every year three REACT members are elected to serve three year terms as Regional Directors on the Board of REACT        
International, Inc.  In 2011, its time to elect representatives for Region 3, Region 6 and Region 9.  Members may      
nominate other members or themselves for a Regional Director Position.  The qualifications for nomination for election 
are as follows: 
 
1. Be a REACT member registered with REACT International, Inc. for a minimum of three (3) years. 
2. Be a member of a Team in the Region they are being nominated to represent. 
3. Be 21 years of age or older. 
4. Have demonstrated leadership experience at the REACT Team and/or Council Level, other non-profit               

corporations or public agencies. 
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From the Desk of  the President 

By John Knott, N4JTK 
President 

Welcome to 2011 a new year for REACT with a new President.  I am proud to have been 
elected President and look forward to serving REACT for the remainder of the unexpired 
term.  I joined REACT in 1984 at the age of 13.  I have served as Communications Officer, 
Vice President and President of Orlando REACT over the years.  Additionally, I have served 
as Sgt. at Arms, 2nd Vice President, President and Past President of the Florida Council of RE-
ACT Teams.  On the REACT International Level, I have served as                Co-Chairman of 
the Rapid Response Committee and was appointed to the Region 3      Directorship in 2001 
and have served in that capacity since, including recently being Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors.   
 
I am an Orlando Fire Department CERT Graduate, ARRL Member, Orange County        

Communications Auxiliary (ARES) Assistant Emergency Coordinator ð Operations, and have been a Technician Class 
Amateur Radio Operator since 2002 and am planning on upgrading to General Class in the near future. 

 
I have been involved with many amateur radio          activ-
ities over the years, including being the SAG     Vehicle 
Coordinator for the ADA Tour de Cure in      Orlando 
and am currently part of the 2011 Orlando Hamcation 
Planning Committee.  I currently hold a GMRS License 
and am a Repeater Owner and Operator in the Orlando 
area.  I am actively involved in SkyWarn as a Storm Spot-
ter and Net Control Operator.  I am  currently trained in 
NIMS/ICS including IS-100, IS-200, IS-700, IS-800 as 
well as many others. 
 
I have held many professional positions in the past  in-
cluding being a Chain Drugstore Manager, Collections 
Manager and am currently a Fiscal Coordinator in    Pro-
curement for the Local Government in Orange County 
Florida.  I bring to the position of President my vast years 
of experience as a REACT Member as well as my experi-
ence in Communications, in addition to my professional 
experience in management and fiscal    controls. 
 
I wonõt sugarcoat it; REACT has many challenges ahead, 
none of which are insurmountable as long as everyone 
works together for a common goal, that goal is what is 
best for REACT and not what is best for    individuals.  
As promised to the Board, upon my     election, I stepped 
down as Chairman of the Board.  Stan Walters, Region 1 
Director has been appointed to fill that role until the Win-
ter Board Meeting in March.  I will continue as Region 3 
Director until the expiration of my term this year.  I will 
not be seeking another term as Director, so as to focus on 
the duties of     President.  Norman Kaplan has been ap-

pointed Region 2 Director to fill an unexpired term of 
office.  
Next we must fill the unexpired term of Region 8  Di-
rector Warren Conlee, which  passed away        suddenly 
while in Palmdale, California on REACT business.  War-
ren, while a new comer to the Board was not new at all 
to REACT.  Warren served over 40 years as a REACTer 
in both California and later in Arizona.  Warren proudly 
served his country as a   Marine and was prepared to 
serve REACT just as proudly.  Warren will be missed by 
not only his    family, but me, the Board of Directors 
and REACT in general over the coming months and 
years. 
 
Now is the time to heal the wounds caused by the last 
few months and to move forward for the        better-
ment of the whole organization.  Now is not the time to 
speak of what ifs or to dwell on past deeds or misdeeds. 
We as an organization must look toward the future, and 
the future is the next 50 years of REACT.  As many of 
you are aware, REACT will celebrate its 50th anniversary 
in 2012, and      convention planning is in the works.   A 
convention proposal has been submitted by Las Vegas 
REACT to host the 2012 Convention and that will 
hopefully be taken up by the Board of Directors shortly 
so that all can make their travel plans early so as not to 
miss this important historic event. 
 
At our most recent Board Meeting, a proposal by Com-
mittee Chairman Roy Drury was presented, where RE-
ACT has been donated a dedicated web hosting solution 
for its use.  The donation which comes from the compa-
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From the desk of  the President - Continued from page 4 

ny SoftLayer which is headquartered in Dallas, Texas 
and will enable a much richer web experience for our 
visitors in the coming months.  Plans are currently un-
derway to transition our current sites to this new solu-
tion in the coming weeks, look forward to this new posi-
tive change for REACT. 
 
In 2010, the Board of Directors voted to move our 
Headquarters from Suitland, Maryland to Dinwiddie, 
Virginia.  This move has saved REACT over $500 per 
month in overhead expenses.  We have a professional 
office manager that comes to REACT with over 20 years 
of business management experience.  The    Infrastruc-
ture and Technology Committee worked very hard in 
developing and implementing a new Team Management 
Database System to replace an older version to allow the 
office staff to quickly     access Team and member infor-
mation and to         accurately update information as 
needed. Steps have been taken to clean up errors in that 
database so that accurate information is available and to 
ensure that accurate reports are available to the directors 
so that they may see the health of the organization at a 

glance for their regions.  All of those changes have helped to 
make REACT stable and viable for the    future 
By now you should have received your renewal packets and 
have sent them into the office.  If you have not    received 
your packet, please contact Brenda Cutchin in the office to 
have one sent out.  If you have received your packet, and 
have not yet renewed, please do so as quickly as possible so 
as to not have to pay additional late fees.  Please remember 
to utilize the forms included in your renewal packet and to 
not create your own forms or documentation.  Not utilizing 
the forms provided requires extra processing time by our 
office staff and increases expenses, so please help out to keep 
expenses low and use only the forms provided. 
 
I will continue to have an open door policy, where if you 
have a concern, I want to know about it so that it may be 
addressed.  Please feel free to contact me at any time via e-
mail at j.knott@reactintl.org.    
 
REACTively, 
John Knott 
President / Region 3 Director 

REACT Team Donates $3,000 to òInternationaló 

By Ed Greany, KB6DOL 
Executive Vice President 

In early December, I was made aware of a Team renew-
al package that arrived in Dinwiddie which was not that 
unusual however this package had a different twist to it. 
There was a $3,000.00 donation included for REACT 
International. I had to find out more about this        
donation as to how it came about, who was responsible, 
etc. 
 
The donation was from the members of the Charleston 
(SC) REACT Team C614. The exceptional angle to the 
story is that the Team only has THREE members. So, I 
contacted the president of the Team to make my       
inquiry. 
 
I was told the Team owned a piece of property from a 
long time back that had a building on it. They held their 
meetings in that building for all these years. Now, since 

there are only three members of the Team and they really 
have no need for the building or land they sold off the 
property. This allowed them to receive sufficient funds 
that they could afford to donate $3,000.00 to REACT  
International. What a great gesture and at a time when  
REACT International can really use the income since dues 
are remaining the same and we are on the road to a finan-
cial recovery after several years of strife. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, Officers, and Staff, I 
want to say THANK YOU Charleston REACT C614 for 
your generous donation and consideration to REACT In-
ternational, Inc. 

mailto:j.knott@reactintl.org
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From the Desk of  the Executive Vice President 

We have turned the corner to another milestone as we approach our 50th anniversary next 
year. The convention is scheduled for Las Vegas and membership is looking good. New Team 
charter applications continue to flow into headquarters. 
 
After the resignation of our former President Mr. Manlove, the Board struggled over several 
months electing a new one but on January 26th elected Mr. John Knott. John is the Region 3 
Director our Board of Directors Chairman which is stepped down from to accept this new 
position and will be relieved by Mr. Stan Walters, Region Director for Region 1. John will not 
be seeking reelection of Director.  
 
At that same meeting, Norman Kaplan was appointed by the Board to assume the Director 

position for Region 2 replacing the vacancy left by Mr. Manlove. Our congratulations to these managers and we all give 
them our support and gratitude for these volunteer positions in REACT.  

By Ed Greany, KB6DOL 
Executive Vice President 

Our work is not complete yet for we must also appoint a 
new Director for Region 8 to fill the vacancy left by the 
unexpected passing of Director Warren Conlee of         
Arizona. That appointment will take place on February 
24th. Our condolences go out to the family and friends of 
Warren and we will remember him in our prayers. 
 
Your Board of Directors voted again this year to maintain 
the same dues schedule as for last year with the discounts 
for Family and Junior members. 
 
The new office in Dinwiddie, Virginia, under the direction 
of Brenda Cutchin with assistance from her daughter   
Megan is running very smooth and all of you should have 
returned your renewal package for your Team by now. We 
especially want to ensure that our database information for 
everyone is accurate and current so please take the extra 
steps and time necessary to review and update your   
member and Team data. 
 
Letõs think for a moment where we have come from    
recently. First, we moved the office from Suitland,       
Maryland to Dinwiddie, Virginia. This move was a major 
step in reducing expenses and dropped our rent to only 
$600 per month for a ground-floor commercial building. 
Please feel free to visit us if you are in the area. 
 
We eliminated our credit card machine and processing in 
favor of PayPal® saving us even more money. Our Pitney-
Bowes® postage print machine is a thing of the past. We 
revamped our entire database and website with            
enhancements not previously available. We have a new 

professional office manager with years of business    
experience. Of course we cannot overlook our new    
Editor, Dawn Drury, who presents us with a very attrac-
tive and informative magazine. 
 
We now have PayPal® setup to accommodate your pur-
chases for supplies from our on-line store. This saves 
time through the mail and makes it easy to also use a 
credit card through the PayPal® process without requir-
ing a PayPal® subscription on your part. 
 
With the recent disasters and inclement weather much 
of the country has experienced it is important that you 
check your disaster preparedness status. Do you have a 
plan? Is your disaster kit current and do you have       
sufficient food and water for your entire family ð and 
pets and animals? We never know when disaster might 
strike. That unforgiving storm that just brewed or the 
unexpected earthquake can ruin an otherwise wonderful 
day for us. Tornadoes donõt just occur in the Midwest. 
Hurricanes donõt just occur in the south. Earthquakes 
donõt just occur in California. These events can and have 
occurred all over the continent and other continents too. 
Be prepared for any type of disaster and help your 
neighbor be prepared too. If your neighbor is not pre-
pared when disaster strikes, guess who heõs going to lean 
on for help? 
 
One last word about COMMUNICATIONS - after all, 
thatõs what we are all about. Do you have a              
communications plan in place? Do you have a reliable 
radio with good batteries? Can you summon help if the 


